
There’s a rainbow of books on the shelves of 
the new Ocean Publishing Library as more 
than two thousand books have been filed 
according to colour. All the books have been 
donated. You’ll find best sellers and Classic 
Literature as well as some wonderful obscure 
titles, such as, Victorian Tales of Mystery and 
Detection and Pine Furniture Making. 

The library has been set up in the café area 
of Ocean Studios in the Royal William Yard to 
encourage people to take a book along with 
some time to read it. As Alan Qualtrough, one 
of its proprietors says, the books are there to 
be enjoyed:

“The library is for everyone, the books are 
free to come and go, and its success will be 
measured by the number of titles that are 
off the shelves.” 

Every library needs librarians and proprietor 
Emma Slate of Slate Publishing is hoping that 
local residents might be keen to volunteer as 
‘caretakers of the books’. 

“We hope that, as the first library in 
Stonehouse, people will make this their 
own. We’ll be doing what we can, putting 
on ‘rhyme-time’ sessions for children and 
hosting a regular book club but, really, we 
want this to be a place that belongs to the 
community.”
.  
Anyone interested in helping out with the 
library or taking part in the workshops can 
contact: alan.qualtrough@realideas.org

POP ideas workshops and webinars 
are free-of-charge to POP members: 
 
Digital Skills: website creation; event booking 
systems; social media scheduling; marketing 
tools and AI technology.

People & Leadership: finding & keeping 
trustees; reflective practice; supervision 
frameworks and leadership support.

Improving Your Chances of Getting Funding: 
writing better grant funding bids; winning 
contracts & commissions; community 
engagement; proving your impact and 
diversifying your income (so you’re not 
dependant on grant funding).
Visit our training page at: 
www.plymouthoctopus.org

Stonehouse Library is now open!

The first phase of a radical and ambitious plan 
to bring about positive, lasting change for 
Union Street is being launched this month. 
Nudge Community Builders, who have been 
working on the street for the last six years, are 
urging residents, business-owners and visitors 
to share their thoughts and ideas on how we 
might bring about long-lasting change to this 
historic part of the city. 

Union street is world famous. Opened 
nearly 200 years ago as New Road in 1825, 
it brought   together the three distinct towns 
of Stonehouse, Devonport and Plymouth. 
Many of the original buildings, described in a 
guide book of 1823 as “neat and handsome, 
almost entirely occupied by genteel families”, 
were bombed during the Blitz and post-war 
Union Street would became notorious for 

significantly-less ‘genteel’ activities. Known as 
“The Strip” for decades, it consisted of more than 
100 pubs, strip joints and nightclubs. Now it is a 
shadow of its former self with many of its famous 
hostelries long gone, empty or demolished. 
But over the last six years, Nudge Community 
Builders has been slowly and steadily working 
with the community to re-purpose some of 
those empty buildings; re-energising the area 
and making it relevant again. Hannah Sloggett, 
from Nudge, says Union Street requires a greater 
transition, one which will create lasting social 
and economic change: 

The Mistress Plan for Union Street 

Stonehouse Library: Alan, Emma and 
Arabella

Nudge Community Builders 
taking to the street

Union Street c.1937 

“Community ownership 
and local solutions are key 

to creating a future that 
is resilient and provides 

opportunity for local people. 
So far, we have been tactical 

and disruptive, and our 
community has come together 
to make a real difference, but 

there is a lot more to do.”

The Mistress Plan is the first phase of the 
Stonehouse mission: Nudge, in partnership 
with several key organisations, including POP, 
Real Ideas and Plymouth Social Enterprise 
Network, is inviting everyone who has an 
interest in the area to co-design a Mistress 
Plan so that it will shape and sustain the street 
for the next hundred years. 

“We know,” says Matt Bell from POP, “that 
only by working with, and for, the community 
in an open and inclusive way to identify and 
address local needs, can we hope to bring 
about the significant long-lasting changes that 
we all want for Union Street.”

It is deeply understood by POP, Nudge and 
all the other organisations involved, that 
positive lasting change can only happen with 
the commitment, passion and will of the 
people. Building a fairer, healthier and happier 
Stonehouse is the goal. 

Please come along to find out more, help 
write the plan and add ideas on Tuesday 23 
April 2024 at The Plot. Drop in anytime from 
4—8pm with talks happening at 4.30pm & 
6.30pm.

A Mistress Plan for Union Street: For the people, by the people. 
• A set of guidelines and ways of working to bring about positive, lasting change
• Enable people to focus and take appropriate considered action 
• Strike a balance for change that addresses local need now, with long-term
• Ensure collaborative community building for the next hundred years and beyond

Building strong grassroots organisations, charities and social enterprises in Plymouth


